Use of exchange wires in coronary angioplasty.
A 300 cm exchange guide wire was used as the primary wire in 59 consecutive patients referred for percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty. The success rate of the angioplasty using this as the only wire was 92% (54 of 59), and we were able to pass the exchange guide wire into the distal vessel in 56 of the 59 patients (95%). We believe the exchange wire technique has a place in the first-line approach to complex coronary angioplasty.